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MOCSEM CLUB AFFAIRS 
PO Box 39088, Redford, MI 48239 

Internet Web Site: 
http://www.mocsem.com 

Newsletter Editor: 
Ken Janus 

3467 Hickory Nut Hollow, Howell, MI. 
48843 

Home Ph: 517.552.3815 
Cell Ph: 248.921.0801 

Email: K428scj@aol.com 
 

The Accelerator Mustang Owners Club of 
Southeastern Michigan 

 
The Mustang Owners Club of Southeastern Michigan was 

founded in November 1975 by a group of individuals with the 
desire to protect and preserve the Ford Mustang as one of the 
most attractive and fun filled cars ever made available.  We are 
enthusiasts of all ages with a love affair of the many generations of 
America’s Premiere Pony Car.  Whether it’s a coupe, convertible or 
fastback from 1964 ½ to the new 2005 GT or the 2007 Cobra, we 
love them all.  The mission of club members is to collect, restore 
and preserve the history of the Mustang along with the stories of 
the people and the roles that they played in making this one of the 
great cars of the 20th Century.  Although ownership is not a 
requirement for membership, your enthusiasm, expertise and 
and/or love of the automobile are most welcome. 

 
Many of our club members own one or more Mustangs in 

varying body styles, models and years.  Club members are always 
exchanging information, providing sources for parts, literature and 
helpful hints for restoring or maintaining their Mustangs.  Our 
members are a diverse group of individuals, located throughout 
Southeastern Michigan and all share a great appreciation for the 
Ford Mustang.  Our general membership meetings are held on the 
2nd Tuesday of each month.  Our monthly newsletter, The 
Accelerator, provides the members with reports on club activities, 
technical information, advertisements and business service 
locations and more.  Some club activities include car shows, 
picnics, sporting events, cruise nights and technical sessions. 
 

Membership dues for MOCSEM are $30.00 USD per year; 
[for ALL MOCSEM members] 

 

Using the application from the website send payment to: 
MOCSEM 

P.O. BOX 39088 
REDFORD, MI 48239 

 

General membership meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month at 7:30 pm, at 

 

Mama Mia Restaurant 
27770 Plymouth Rd. 

Livonia, MI. 
734.427.1000 

Come early and have dinner with your fellow members. 

Articles must be submitted no later than the 2nd Tuesday of
each month in order to be considered for publication in the
next newsletter.  I prefer word documents attached to the
email, because I can cut & paste.  Submissions may be edited
for content, grammar and sentence structure. 

 

MOCSEM, Inc. does not necessarily endorse the
businesses and/or services which advertise in the Accelerator. 

 

Except as noted, all published articles become the
property of MOCSEM and may not be reprinted without
permission of the Editor. 

 

Views and opinions expressed in the newsletter are not
necessarily those of the Club, Officers, Membership, Editor or
Advertisers.   

 

Editors Note: If you happun to run into an mistake or too,
please realize that we puttem their on purpose.  We strive to
print sumthin’ for everyone and they’re always dose who are
forever luuk’n fore �istakes.   

Business-Ad Rate (per month) Classified Rate (3 months) 
Full Page $40.00  Members FREE 
½ Page  $20.00  Non-Members $9.00 
Business Card $5.00  Photo Ads $9.00 
 

If anyone would like to write an article or post something 
in the classified section or just want to offer any suggestions 
for the newsletter please contact Ken Janus at 
K428scj@aol.com 

 
ANY SUGGESTIONS WELCOME 
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Hi Mustangers! March gave us 2 opportunities to get together for some non-
car fun. Friday the 14th, 10 of us met at The Redford Theatre to see the 1968 
film ‘Bullitt’. Besides the feature, we were taken back to our childhoods by 
being shown a full-length cartoon before the movie! Remember that? There 
was even an intermission halfway through the movie (which was good 
because the seats weren’t as comfortable as they are in today’s theaters). 
And, a real-live person played a huge organ up by the stage before and after 
the movie and during the intermission. To make things even better, our own 
Chris Richardson drove a gorgeous dark green Bullitt Mustang, on loan from 
Ford, onto the stage before the show started – amidst smoke and unsolicited 
applause - and was there after the show to answer questions from audience 
members that went up on stage to look, touch, and sit in the car. A few of us 
took a tour of the backstage area to see the pipes for the organ and the 
workings of the theater. All-in-all, it was a fun evening. 

Saturday the 15th, twelve of us met at Joey’s Comedy Club for our first 
Chow & Chuckles evening. We shared a great meal in the main dining room 
before going upstairs to the comedy club for a ton of laughs. We were 
seated one table from the stage and were, therefore, able to share in the fun 
of the comedians harassing the 2 guys at the table between us and the 
stage. Besides the host, who did a little comedy and a little magic, 2 
comedians performed for us – one of whom has been on national TV! It was 
obvious when one of them said something that really hit home because we 
were doubled over with laughter at those times. It was a really good time and 
we will consider doing it again - or at least the comedy club part to keep the 
cost down. 

     COMING UP: Saturday, April 19th, is our second 
bowling outing at 2 p.m. at Merri-bowl, which is on the north side of Five Mile 
Road just east of Merriman. The cost is $8.50 per person, which covers 2 
games, pizza, and pop. The last time to sign up is at the April meeting – or 
call me. I will collect the money at the bowling alley. If you don’t want to bowl 
but want to join in on the fun, come on over. We always have at least 2 
cheerleaders and some of us could use more! No charge for cheering! 
Sunday, April 20th, is our first Ice Cream Social for the season. 
It’ll be at 6 p.m. at Culver’s, Westland, which is in the west-side Meijer 
parking lot at Warren and Newburgh Roads. Last chance to sign up is at the 
meeting – or, again, call me. This is always a fun get-together. Some of us 
order a meal, others just the ice cream, but we all enjoy the company and 
conversation.  

     Saturday, May 17th, is the first MOCSEM Road 
Rally/Scavenger Hunt. You will have a chance to sign up for this now through 
the May membership meeting. I strongly urge you to sign up in teams of at 
least 4 people – not only will it be more fun, it’s usually easier with more 
brains to figure out the puzzles and riddles. Our final destination will be a 
local restaurant where everyone will be responsible for their own meal. It will 
be up to the individual as to whether you drive your Mustang or not, but this 
isn’t an ‘official’ car event. Think ‘team comfort’ and not speed – you WILL be 
penalized if you get a traffic ticket! So far we have 12 people signed up after 
just the first opportunity. I hope many more of you join in on the fun – more 
teams will ensure more fun.  

As always, keep your eyes on this publication and the website for 
updated calendar information. We have 2 changes to the calendar already – 
Sunday, June 22nd, 6 p.m., will be an Ice Cream Social at Culver’s, Taylor; 
and Mustang Day at Midway Golf will be on Sunday, July 13th, instead of 
Saturday the 12th. More information will follow for these and other scheduled 
events as time gets closer. 

  

         COME ON OUT AND JOIN IN ON THE FUN!! 

MOCSEM Calendar of 
Events 

April 
1  MOCSEM Board Meeting 
5&6      Columbus Spring Swap 
8           MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm. 
19         Bowling            
20         Ice Cream Social – Culver’s Westland 
 

May 
6           MOCSEM Board Meeting 
13         MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm.  
14         1968 Film Bullit @ Reford Theatre 8 pm.        
17         Road/Rally & Scavanger Hunt 
17         Crestwood High School Car Show 
19         Alternative Auto Dyno Day   
22         MOCSEM Cruz Night @ Ashley’s Westland  
24  Quality Care Car Show 
26  Brighton High Car Show in Brighton 
*           Watch for a night at Milan Dragway 
 

        Editor’s (Ken Janus) Message: 
 

I hope all is going well with the newsletters and everyone is
getting theirs. I would like to add if anyone sees or hears of
any interesting topics on mustangs and think it would be
something to get in our newsletter please don’t be shy let me
know, I usually like to starting printing the newsletters up in the
beginning of the last week of the month so if you get it to me
before then it would be printed in that months that’s going to
print if not I make sure it gets in the following months
newsletter. 

 
Thanks again, 
Ken 

Up Coming Social Events 

3rd     Ron Wahl 
10th  Joanne Campau 
10th  Candy Hannan 
11th  Joseph Errante 
16th  Jean Kozlowski 
22nd Colleen Pizzuti 

Social Director’s (Jenny Root ) Message:  

MOCSEM April’s Birthday’s 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
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April 
2 MOCSEM Board Meeting 
5&6      Columbus Spring Swap 
8           MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm. 
19         Bowling            
20         Ice Cream Social – Culver’s Westland 
May 
6           MOCSEM Board Meeting 
13         MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm.  
14         1968 Film Bullit @ Reford Theatre 8 pm.        
17         Road/Rally & Scavanger Hunt 
17         Crestwood High School Car Show 
19         Alternative Auto Dyno Day   
22         MOCSEM Cruz Night @ Ashley’s Westland  
25 Quality Care Car Show 
27 Brighton High Car Show in Brighton 
*            Watch for a night at Milan Dragway 
June 
1           SAAC Show 
3           MOCSEM Board Meeting 
6-8        All Ford Nationals 
7           Redford Car Show 
10         MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm.         
14         Gratiot Cruz 
20-24    Buckeye Mustang National Car Show 
22         Ice Cream Social / Culver’s Taylor 6pm 
26         MOCSEM Cruz Night @ Ashley’s Westland  
28         Downriver Cruz 
July 
1           MOCSEM Board Meeting 
8           MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm.         
TBD      Midway Golf 
19&20  Ford Mercury Restores Swap & Show          
20         Ice Cream Social – Daly’s 
24         MOCSEM Cruz Night @ Ashley’s Westland  
26         Telegraph Cruz 
August 
3           Ice Cream Social / Cruise to Baker’s 
5           MOCSEM Board Meeting 
8&9       Mustang Memories Set-up (info to follow) 
10         Mustang Memories Show and Swap 
12         MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm.         
15         CDC Open House 
16         Woodward Dream Cruise          
28         MOCSEM Cruz Night @ Ashley’s Westland  
September 
2 MOCSEM Board Meeting 
5-7      Frankenmuth Auto Fest 
7           Keith’s Muffler Car Show 
9           MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm.         
14         Mid Michigan Car Show 
21         Ice Cream Social – Cheeseburger Cheeseburger 
25         MOCSEM Cruz Night @ Ashley’s Westland  
October 
4&5       End of Season Over Night Cruz 
7           MOCSEM Board Meeting 
11         Hayride / Bon Fire 
14         MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm.         
23         MOCSEM Cruz Night @ Ashley’s Westland  
25         Appreciation Dinner 
 

Event Calendar for the Remainder of the Year 
 

Neil’s Wheels  

     Early in the year, the board decided to appoint Committee Chairpersons for 
the various show responsibilities needed to put on Mustang Memories. Each 
chairperson will be responsible for getting a roster of volunteers from the club 
to support their activities during the show. The chairperson will also be 
responsible for developing time slots for their workers, reminding their team of 
their schedules, and making sure all the tasks are covered. Below is a list of the 
responsibilities and the associated chairperson(s): 
 

SHOW CHAIRPERSON  Mike Rey 
ADVERTISING   Mike Rey / Neil Holcomb / Phil Smith 
GATE    Mike Bibik  / John Long 
SHOW CAR PARKING  Mike Sove 
SETUP/LAYOUT  Phil Smith / Mike Sove / Mike Rey / Ron 
Rogers 
REGISTRATION  Tracey Rey 
JUDGING/CLASSIFICATION Jerry Holmes / Joe Odine 
50/50    Curt Joslin 
PRODUCT RAFFLE  Phyllis Berk / Joanne Campau 
SWAP MEET   Phil Smith 
MERCHANDISE  Jodi Holmes 
WORKERS SHIRTS  Jodi Holmes / Ken Janus 
TROPHIES/DASH PLAQUES Neil Holcomb 
AWARDS PRESENTATION Neil Holcomb 
MEMBERSHIP   Doreen Davis 
GOODY BAGS   April Zygmunt 
RESULTS/SCORING  Kathy Holcomb / Phil Smith 
SHOW SECURITY  Joe Milkovich 
VICTOR PKWY SECURITY Sam Marra / Mike Rey Sr. 
 

       If you are interested in working in a specific area during the show, please 
contact the associated chairperson. 
      Even this early in the year, many vital show tasks have been completed or 
are in progress. Mike Rey and I have been contacting past and new potential 
sponsors. A sponsor letter is available to any member who wants to solicit 
various levels of sponsorship. A number of us have worked hard to put together 
a new show logo and this year’s show flyer which will be handed out in large 
numbers beginning with the Spring Swap at Village Ford and the Columbus 
Swap Meet. Advertising has already been submitted to various magazines 
which will run all summer. We are just getting started. 
 
I can’t stress enough how much all the members’ efforts and donations of time, 
money, and merchandise are appreciated and are vital to the success of the 
show. Whether you take the time to find a trophy sponsor, volunteer to work two 
hours at the show, or fill goody bags, every bit of help is needed. Please 
consider what you can do to make the 20th Mustang Memories Car Show the 
best one yet. Remember, the show is only 4 months away! 

 

 

November 
4           MOCSEM Board Meeting 
11         MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm.         
29         Shopping for Kids Santa Party 
29&30  Columbus Fall Swap Meet 
 

December 
2           MOCSEM Board Meeting 
9           MOCSEM General Membership Meeting –  
             Mama Mia’s Restaurant 7:30 pm.         
13         Adult Christmas Party 
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     Board members present: Mike Sove, Jodi Holmes, Phil Smith, 
Jenny & Greg Root, Ken Janus, Neil & Kathy Holcomb, and Mike 
Rey 
     Discussed Robert, Bob Paul’s friend who started the web site 
project, and agreed to partial payment for time spent. 
     Discussed readiness for the swap. 
     Neil going to Garden City’s Relay for Life planning meeting 
March 5 and discussing a MOCSEM car cruise’in. 
     Jodi to get new shirts and hats with Mustang Memories 20th  
Anniversary logo. 
     Discussed the social calendar. 
     A motion was made to lower the Canadian membership from 
$40 U.S. to  $30 U.S. and tabled. 
     Our account balance is ~$16,600. 
     Mike Rey suggests we work with USMA to run Mustang Corral 
at Nationals in Taylor to negotiate a spot for Gratiot       
Cruise. 
     Discussed a car cruise at Yesterdays in Ann Arbor. 
     Discussed advertising for Mustang Memories. 

April 8th General Meeting Preview 
 

I will use part of my message each month to let you know some 
special things to expect at the next general meeting. Maybe you’ll 
want to come and check it out! 
 

• This will be our first meeting of spring! April marks the first 
month of car activities as a club and Jenny will review the 
upcoming calendar that is filling up fast. 

• Club member directory will be available if you did not pick 
one up at a previous meeting. 

• We are planning to get a guest speaker for the April 
Meeting. Details are still in progress. 

• Committee Chairpersons for the Mustang Memories Car 
Show will be introduced so we can start getting workers 
signed up. Show flyers and sponsor letters will be available 
to pickup. 

 

Neil Holcomb, MOCSEM President 
734.459.4704 
mailto:nholcomb@peoplepc.com 

TRUSTEE: 
Over 20 people pre-paid for the swap; over 100 phone calls 
Bring your family and friends to get lots of traffic into Village Ford 
Thanks to all the volunteers who will be working; still need swap workers from 
6-8am and 8-10am for MM 
Ron Rodgers, Mike Rey, and Mike Sove will all be co-chairs for set-up for MM 
PRESIDENT: 
We have recruited our chair people for MM and they will be responsible for 
getting their workers 
TREASURER: 
~$16,000 in the account 
MCA REP: 
See Mike Sove if you want to work parking at MM 
EDITOR: 
If you have any stuff for the newsletter, see Ken or e-mail him 
MERCHANDISE: 
We have preliminary art work for the hats, shirts, fliers, and show shirts for MM 
SOCIAL DIRECTOR: 
Happy 60th birthday to Bill Davis!! 
Friday, March 14, 8pm, Bullitt movie; $4 each at the door 
Saturday, March 15, Chow & Chuckles at Joey’s comedy club; $33 due tonight 
Saturday, April 19, bowling 
Sunday, April 20, ice cream at Culver’s in Westland, 6pm 
Saturday, May 17, road rally and scavenger hunt, dinner at the end; sign up in 
teams 
Sunday, June 22, calendar addition, Culver’s in Taylor, 6pm 
PRESIDENT: 
Neil awarded Mark & Phyllis Berk certificates of recognition for all their years on 
the Board 
MCA board meeting on May 2 at CDC; we have an open invite to attend; 
probably also an open house and  tour 
Neil attended the Relay for Life planning meeting for the Garden City event this 
past week 
 

March’s General Meet’g Minutes 

March’s Board Meet’g Minutes 

The place to get answers to most questions you could ever come up 
with about Mustangs! 

It is a very beneficial place to hang out, Its Free, Friendly, and Very 
Informative! I want to say on a personal level I have met many people on 
the forums, who have all now become club members! 

I met Jack Derouin (Wingman75), Jim Carolan (JimC),Joe Armstrong 
(droptop6),Ron Mason (rmays06),Bill Barnes (2005mach1),April Zygmunt 
(Babybstang),Theresa Constantini (Theresa),Mike Trumbull (DownriverT) 
John Long (06steeda),Rainson Lei (Rainson),Martin Holka (08steeda) 
Jason McGuire (MYGT500) who won the “Ride of the Month” award on the 
forums for Best Mustang in February of this year! Congrats Jason! I would 
also like to add that as of March 21,2008 we have our own section on the 
Mustang Forums titled “MOCSEM” under Car Clubs and Organizations. 
So if you are doing a repair, or modification, or whatever on any year 
Mustang from 1964-2008 there is a section for you! So I really would like to 
encourage everyone to check it out at www.mustangforums.com. If you 
join please email me your screen name so I can add you to the MOCSEM 
section as only MOCSEM members will be able to post in this section! So 
please check it out and hopefully you will greatly benefit from it all! 
 

Thanks   Mike Rey (1BADD05)   aces16@comcast.net 

A Word from our VP Mike Rey 
Mustang Forums 

 

Board members present: Greg & Jenny Root, Mike Sove, Mike Rey, 
Neil & Kathy Holcomb, Phil Smith, Jodi Holmes, and Ken Janus 
 
Board introductions and the welcome to our visitors and new members. 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Saturday, March 29 is our swap 
Caravan to Carlisle, PA with MRT, leaving 7am June 5th for the show 
June 6-8.  Sunday, August 10 is Mustang Memories; we are working on 
a pony cruise for Saturday, August 9 with 
MRT and MODIFIED MUSTANGS magazine 
MM setup will be Friday, August 8 
Take some show fliers, and try to start getting sponsors 
AutoRama—Mike would like a club spot next year; Mike’s brother-in-
law and Bert Kovacs were both on  
display this year 
PRESIDENT: 
Ask Neil or Mike if you want an e-mail copy of the sponsorship letter; 
only one letter this year 
See Neil or Mike if you have any ideas for goody bags; talk to 
businesses you know, etc. 
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Boyd Coddington 
Hot Rod Builder 

Dies at an early age of 63 

Boyd Coddington, the hot-rod innovator whose creations won 
the coveted Grand National Roadster Show's America's Most 
Beautiful Roadster (AMBR) trophy a record six times, died 
Wednesday morning after a lengthy hospital stay. He was 63. 

Coddington was raised in rural Rupert, Idaho, but as soon as he 
came of age moved to Southern California to pursue his dream of 
building hot rods. He quickly earned a reputation for subtle, stylistic 
innovations on what had been an almost overdone theme--the '32 
Ford roadster. That branched out to '33s, '34s and then all manner of 
surprising twists on iconic themes. 
         Cars with names such as Boydster, Smoothster, Alumacoupe 
and Chezoom redefined what a rod could be.  
         "When you saw a Boyd car you knew it was a Boyd car," said 
Chip Foose, who worked as a designer at Boyd's shop from 1989 to 
1996. 
          His wheels were equally well known. They were first designed 
to match each car. Coddington specialized in machining them from 
billet aluminum, and soon earned the nickname "Billet Boyd." 
An eye for talent 

Perhaps his best trait, realized at the height of his creative 
passion in the mid-1990s, was his ability to gather a talented team to 
produce the creations he envisioned. 
      "His biggest talent was bringing talent to the table," said Foose. 
"It was like we were all spokes but we had to attach to one hub. He 
was the hub. He gave us the freedom to create." 
       Brad Fanshaw, who was president of the Coddington 
Companies during its glory days in the '90s, said: "I always looked at 
him as a conceptual designer. He couldn't draw himself but he had 
the concepts in his head and he would stand behind (designers) 
Chip (Foose), Larry (Erickson) and Thom (Taylor) and say, 'Yeah, 
that's what I want." 
       In the early '90s he had assembled one of the best teams ever, 
including designer Foose and builder Lil' John Buttera, to produce 
some of the best hot rods the hobby had ever seen, raising the level 
of what could be expected from such a craft.  
Simplicity an early theme 

His early works were swaddled in simple, flowing lines. The 
Foose-designed Boydster was an early Coddington interpretation of 
the iconic '32 Ford roadster, but Boyd's take was stretched three 
inches, lowered and smoothed out beyond what anyone else had 
ever done.  
       "We were cleaning up the cars at the time," designer Thom 
Taylor said. He started working with Coddington in the 1970s while 
still a student at Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, 
California. 
       "We were removing the door handles and the hinges, 
straightening out the contours of the frame, no louvers, no little 
trinket things, so that was kind of the theme for most of these cars," 
Taylor said. 
       The subsequent Boydsters II and III carried that theme but with 
full, flowing fenders.  
       The Smoothster was a yellow, full-fendered '37 Ford riding on 
Corvette mechanicals and a Corvette drivetrain. 
       A Corvette engine also powered the Taylor-designed Chezoom, 
a '57 Chevy so heavily modified that only 10 percent of the original 
sheetmetal remained. It was still unmistakably a '57, just unlike any 
'57 ever seen before, with a lowered, channeled body and a reclining 
cruiser elegance not normally associated with the muscle of the 
original. 

      From the Pony Toy Box… 
  

If you have a cool toy and a story to go with it, send a photo and 
a few lines to the editor so it can be included in a future newsletter. 
This is not really a “pony” toy, but it goes with them really well. 
 

Cardboard Ford Dealership Building 
Approx. 1/24 scale 
Made in USA circa 1963-1964 
 

This is potentially the rarest Ford toy-related item from my 
collection. This was a Ford dealer display item designed to 
showcase the promo models for a particular year. The cardboard 
building goes together by folding and inserting slots into tabs to 
create a very stylish exterior. The exterior graphics feature a shingled 
roof, a Ford Oval sign to insert onto the peak, large showroom 
windows, a colorful billboard on the building end which mention all 
the Ford models (no mention of Mustang which helps me estimate 
the date), and three service bay doors which pop open on the back 
of the building. “Your Friendly Ford Dealer” marks the front of the 
building. There is also a Service Department on one end with 
authentic FOMOCO Parts and Rotunda Parts signs imprinted in the 
cardboard. It even came with extra square cutouts so you could 
make a sidewalk in front of the entry doors. 

 

I have very little information about this item, no pictures or stories 
have been found during searches of the internet. The story from the 
seller was that this building was not sold as a toy, but was meant as 
a dealer display item so very few were ever made. Most cardboard 
building toys from this era took a beating or weren’t stored carefully. 
A little wetness would do great damage to this building. 

 

Perhaps most of these displays were thrown away when the 
promotional material for the next model year showed up. Just like in 
my own display room, maybe many dealers did not have the 
tabletop space available for such a display. The car in the pictures is 
a 1/24 scale 1965 Mustang fastback promo so you can tell the 
building was made to display with the dealer promo cars. I know I 
am very fortunate to have this priceless collectible. 
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Like Chezoom, Cadzilla was a reclined cruiser take on a more 
modern Cadillac. Designed by Larry Erickson and built by 
Coddington for ZZ Top guitarist Billy Gibbons, it is one of his most 
well-known creations. 
       Coddington experimented with aluminum in offbeat creations 
such as the Mitsubishi-powered Alumacoupe, the truck-based 
AlumaTruck and the shiny Aluma-Dub-Tub. 
Cable TV star 
      Coddington went through his share of troubles, including a 
bankruptcy in the late 1990s. He is best known outside the rodding 
community for his Discovery Channel show, "American Hot Rod," 
which often showed his short-tempered side.  
       "The show was ridiculous," said Taylor. "I've been in his shop 
for years and years and I've never seen it like that. I think the show 
was really contrived. That wasn't Boyd, that wasn't how it worked." 
        Love him or loathe him, his influence on hot rods and customs 
cannot be overstated. 
        “In an era where most cars were hobbed-together fiberglass 
junk, he changed an industry by demanding old-world coach 
building techniques,” said one-time Coddington employee Jesse 
James. “He just had the eye for cleanliness and design. The cars 
that came out of that original hot rod shop were amazing examples 
of graceful craftsmanship.”  
        "It is my firm belief that Boyd is the founding father of this 
street-rod movement," said Gary Meadors of the Goodguys. "From 
the Boyd cars to the Boyd billet aluminum wheels ... that whole 
smooth look that he brought to street rodding is what set him apart. 
He took our hobby to a whole other level with all the exposure he 
got in media outside our world. He was a forerunner, and he will be 
missed." 
        Fanshaw said: "He elevated hot rodding into an art form. He 
raised the visibility of the hobby and gave it a broader acceptance 
in popular culture by getting his car on the cover of Smithsonian 
magazine, by working with Mitsubishi on the AlumaCoupe, by 
showing a car at the New York auto show. It gave the entire market 
legitimacy." 
        Foose said: "He is the reason the industry is what it is today. 
He took what people were doing in their garages and put it into 
production and really legitimized this hobby into a business. 
Without him and Lil' John (Buttera) it would still be in garages." 
 
Coddington leaves a wife, Jo, and five sons. 

 

• Celebrating the fortieth anniversary of the original Shelby Cobra GT500KR, 
Ford and Shelby collaborate on a new ‘King of the Road’ Mustang with the 
2008 Shelby GT500KR.  
• Shelby GT500KR features an estimated 540-hp 5.4-liter supercharged V-8 
with a Ford Racing Power Upgrade Pack, 3.73:1 rear axle ratio, short-throw 
shifter, and unique suspension tuning. 
• Exterior design draws inspiration from the classic Shelby KR Mustangs 
and features unique carbon composite hood, wheels, and special 40th 
Anniversary badging and unique striping.  
• Shelby GT500KR arrives in spring 2008 in an exclusive run of only 1000 
units. 
       DEARBORN, Mich., March 30 - Ford and Shelby Automobiles are at it 
again, this time in celebration of the fortieth anniversary of the 1968 Shelby 
Cobra GT500KR. To be unveiled at the 2007 New York International Auto 
Show, the 2008 Shelby GT500KR—the most powerful Mustang to date—will 
once again mark Mustang as ‘King of the Road.’  
       “I’m proud to once again be a part of an historical moment, bringing 
back the ‘King of the Road’ Mustang, and collaborating with Ford SVT and 
Ford Racing” said Carroll Shelby. “I’m committed to continuously upping the 
ante when it comes to performance, and it’s great to be doing it with Ford.” 
       “The return of the Shelby GT500KR further establishes Mustang as the 
true king of the pony car segment,” said Robert Parker, manager of Ford Car
Brand. “With the unveiling of the new KR we are staying true to the promise 
we made our loyal Mustang fans to continue Mustang’s prowess by bringing 
new, exciting and more powerful Mustangs to market.” 
       Forty years ago, at the 1967 New York Auto Show, Ford introduced the 
most powerful Shelby Mustang ever. Like every Mustang that bore the name 
‘Shelby,’ the GT500KR carries with it its own unique story. 
       The 1968 Shelby Cobra GT500KR was a mid-year introduction, based 
on the 1968 Shelby GT500. Ford added ‘Cobra’ to the Shelby’s moniker to 
help usher in the beginning of a new performance era at the company. The 
Cobra name referred to the new 428 Cobra Jet V-8 that was planted under 
the KR’s custom fiberglass hood. It was the engine that would once again 
vault the Mustang to the head of the pack. 
       Ford conservatively rated the 428 CJ at 335-horsepower, but in reality it 
made more than 400-horsepower and 440 pounds-feet of torque. The KR 
model was also equipped with a modified suspension and was offered both 
in fastback and convertible models. Ford dealers sold 1,570 GT500KR 
models in 1968, 1053 fastbacks and 517 convertibles. 

       While the name ‘King of the Road’ may have been the perfect fit for 
the world’s most powerful Mustang, it also provided Shelby the chance to 
steal the thunder from cross-town rival General Motors. As the legend goes, 
Shelby learned that GM was planning to introduce a high-performance 
model and call it ‘King of the Road.’  
      Since he had always wanted to use the name, and as one to never miss 
an opportunity, Shelby set his organization in gear, registering the name and 
designing new badging for the Cobra Jet-powered Mustang, christening it 
the GT500KR, and bringing Ford’s ‘King of the Road’ to market before GM 
ever got a chance to apply the name to their product.  
 

FORD AND SHELBY TO BUILD 2009 
SHELBY GT500KR MUSTANGS TO 

MEET WORLDWIDE DEMAND 
3/19/2008 
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Thoroughbred Pedigree 
 

        Just like its 1968 namesake, the 2008 Ford Shelby GT500KR builds 
on the strong foundation of the Shelby GT500. Packing 40 more horses 
under its custom-designed carbon composite hood, the GT500KR is the 
most powerful production Ford Mustang ever produced.  
      The modern Shelby Mustang line-up started with the 2007 Shelby 
GT500 coupe and convertible. With the recent launch of the 2007 Shelby 
GT, the 2008 Shelby GT500KR becomes the third production high-
performance Mustang brought to market through the relationship of 
Shelby Automobiles and Ford. Ford and Shelby Automobiles also 
partnered up with Hertz to produce a special limited run of 500 Shelby 
GT-H “rent-a-racer” Mustangs available only for rent.  
        The 2007 Shelby GT500 has been one of the most successful vehicle 
programs in the 14-year history of Ford Special Vehicle Team (SVT) and 
that success has opened the door for more performance collaborations 
with Shelby Automobiles and Ford Racing. Working together, these three 
performance powerhouses are driving Mustang momentum on the street 
and on the racetrack. Dealers cannot keep the cars on their lots, 
customers are clamoring for more, and racers are bringing home 
championships. 
        Shelby Mustangs have already achieved some impressive highlights 
showcasing an enthusiast demand that is unmatched in the business: 
• The first 2007 Shelby GT500 available to the public sold for $600,000 
dollars at the 2006 Barrett-Jackson Collector Car Auction in Scottsdale, 
AZ benefiting the Carroll Shelby Children’s Foundation. 
• 2007 Shelby GT VIN#1 also went for $600,000 at charity auction, this 
time at the 2007 Barrett-Jackson Collector Car Auction (and the winning 
bidder also took the opportunity to purchase VIN#2 at MSRP). 
• Shelby GT-H coupes auctioned off to Ford dealers after completion of 
Hertz rental duty consistently average $50,000, with high auction bids of 
$90,000. 
       The Shelby GT500KR will be produced in an exclusive run of 1000 
units and will begin arriving in Ford dealers in the spring of 2008. 

 

Crowning the New “King of the Road” 
 

        Doug Gaffka, Ford SVT chief designer, and his team worked 
closely with Carroll Shelby and the Shelby team to make certain the 
new KR was crafted in the spirit of the original Shelby muscle car. 
     “This was a great effort between Ford and Shelby Automobiles,” 
said Gaffka. “The Shelby team and I were in constant contact melding 
Carroll’s classic design cues with some modern concepts and ideas 
and finessing them into the design of the new KR.” 

Gary Davis, vice president of production and product 
development for Shelby Automobiles, played a key role in defining the 
look of the custom designed carbon composite hood for the 
GT500KR. His knowledge of the original GT500KR helped sculpt a 
modern interpretation of the original’s bulging hood scoop, a visual 
indication of the extra horsepower packed beneath it. 

The hood is secured by a pair of stainless steel, twist-down hood 
pins. The composite front valance houses a pair of chrome-trimmed, 
functional brake ducts to cool the large 14-inch, vented Brembo front 
brakes. 

       Side stripes are true to the original KR right down to the font used 
for the ‘GT500KR’ lettering, while the classic LeMans-style striping that 
races down the center of the car has been deleted between the leading 
forward edge of the hood scoops and the front of the hood, accenting the 
scoops and giving the KR its distinctive face. 
        “That was Shelby’s idea,” said Gaffka. “It’s a special touch that adds 
some down-the-road differentiation. There will be no doubt that it’s a ‘King 
of the Road’ Mustang that’s filling up your rearview mirrors.” 
        The show car wears exclusive, Shelby-designed 20-inch, forged, 
polished aluminum wheels with special custom center caps, mounted on 
Pirelli rubber. Production models will arrive with an 18-inch version of the 
design.  

 

        Each KR model is identified by special 40th Anniversary KR 
badges on the fenders and grille, distinctive body colored mirror caps 
and Shelby lettering stretching across the front of the hood and along 
the rear portion of the deck lid. A special Shelby VIN tag is affixed to 
each vehicle, mounted in the engine compartment. 
       The all-leather interior features Carroll Shelby signature 
embroidered headrests and an official Shelby CSM 40th Anniversary 
GT500KR dash plate mounted at the top of the center stack.  
 

The KR’s 5.4-liter V-8 Gets the Royal Treatment 
 

       Just like its namesake, the 2008 ‘King of the Road’ packs a 
walloping dose of Ford performance power under its massive 
composite hood scoops. The Ford SVT-engineered 5.4-liter 
supercharged V-8 is treated to a Ford Racing Power Upgrade Pack that 
boosts horsepower to an estimated 540 and torque to 510 ft.-lbs., 
thanks to revised ignition and throttle calibration and a cold air intake 
system that replaces the stock unit. 
       Calibration modifications include advancing the ignition timing as 
well as re-mapping of the electronic throttle settings to provide quicker 
throttle response for better off-line and mid-range acceleration. 
Increased throttle response will be met with a sharper roar from the 
Ford Racing-inspired exhaust system. 
       Power is delivered to the rear wheels through a Tremec TR6060 
six-speed manual transmission and 3.73:1 rear axle ratio, upgraded 
from the standard GT500’s 3.31:1. Gear selection is courtesy of an all-
new Ford Racing short-throw shifter making its debut on the KR. 
Topped with a white ball, the new shifter is 25 percent shorter than the 
unit on the GT500 providing for crisper, sharper shifts.  
        Ford SVT, Ford Racing and Team Shelby worked together to 
develop the KR’s suspension tuning. Based on initial work by Ford 
Racing and the team at Shelby, often at Shelby’s own facility on the 
grounds of Las Vegas Motor Speedway, Ford SVT chassis engineers 
will apply fine tuning techniques to prepare it for the streets. 
      “The production Shelby GT500 was maximized to deliver the 
perfect balance between ride and handling,” said Jamal Hameedi, 
chief nameplate engineer, Ford SVT. “In that same ride versus handling 
continuum, the KR will lean heavier towards all-out handling while still 
making it drivable on the street.”  
       Chassis engineers worked closely with the engine department in a 
holistic approach to the development of the KR, tuning the suspension 
to best optimize the engine enhancements.  
       “We aren’t fixing our attention on one or two attributes, but working 
on the vehicle as a whole,” stated Gary Patterson, vice president of 
operations for Shelby Automobiles. “The throttle response, power 
delivery, exhaust note, and handling should all gel together to deliver a 
total driving experience.” 
 
The GT500KR will feature unique spring rates, dampers, stabilizer bars, 
and strut tower brace, all designed specifically for the KR, to deliver the 
precision handling package. 
 

2008 Ford Shelby GT500KR – Specifications and 
Design Highlights 

• 5.4-liter supercharged V-8 producing an estimated 540-horsepower 
and 510 ft.-lbs. of torque 
• Ford Racing Power Upgrade Pack featuring revised calibration and 
cold air intake system 
• 6-speed manual transmission with 3.73:1 rear axle ratio 
• Ford Racing performance exhaust system 
• Unique performance suspension tuning: springs, dampers, and 
stabilizer bars 
• Shelby-designed ‘GT500KR’ 20-inch wheels (18-inch version for 
production) 
• Ford Racing short-throw shifter and front strut tower brace 
• Unique carbon composite hood featuring classic Shelby ‘KR’ design
• Front brake cooling ducts 
• ‘Shelby’ lettering across the front edge of hood and rear decklid 
• 40th Anniversary badges on the front quarter panels 
• Carroll Shelby signature embroidered headrests and floor mats 
• Official Shelby CSM 40th Anniversary GT500KR dash plate 
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FOR SALE 
 

WANTED 
 

For Sale – 1991 Mustang  GT, good condition, interior 
like new, moon roof , 5.0L, ported heads, cobra intake, 
K & N cold air induction, 24lb. Injectors, flowmaster H-
pipe, T5 trans, 3.73 gear, Weld rims $5,000.00 obo S.Q. 
Trim Vortex supercharger, brand new. 
Brian  734.645.4947 
 

For Sale – One Goodyear Regatta tire 215/60x16. less 
than 1,000 miles. This was an oddball tire on a car I 
purchased. I replaced it to match the current tires. 
Asking $50.00. 
Bob  313.520.9924 
 

For Sale – Two polished Eagle Aluminum wheels 15x8, 
55mm offset, Max. load 1900lbs. $140.00. Two mounted 
& balanced Kelly Charger tires M+S 245/60R x15 
$198.00. Wheels & tires would look great on a ranger or 
trailer! Low milage. (slight cuts on tread edge of one tire 
from contact with wheel well opening). 
Chuck Schwartz  313.520.9924 

For Sale -  Four Mustang 15” wheels (10 hole) plus 
center caps – complete. Very good condition. Mounted 
with Goodyear Eagle HP M&S – P225/60x15. $350.00 
Dave Scheel  989.345.5851 or 989.245.2364 or 
E-mail: bcquilt@core.com 
 

FREE to a good home – Front door glass, frames, 
regulators & misc. items for a 67 mustang coupe. 
Dave Beagan  734.414.4543 

Anyone wishing to post any ads please call or e-
mail the editor with the information you would 
like posted and I’ll have it posted in the next 

issue, thanks for your participation.

Wanted – 1967 Mustang Convertible “stock” 
Joe at Bakery  734.522.3670 
 

MOCSEM CLASSIFIEDS 

For Sale – 1966 Mustang Coupe. Candyapple Red, w/Red 
int. 6 cyl, Man. trans, P/S. Arizona car. NEVER driven in salt. 
Total restoration in 2002.  You name it, and it’s (probably) 
new. Have all receipts. $12,000.  
Fred Flynn: 734.427.2055, or e-mail:  
alfa43@sbcglobal.net 
For Sale - 1965-1966 Mustang Lower Back Panel 
(valence under the rear bumper), with holes for back-up 
lights. Ford OEM stock, bought new from NPD about 20 
years ago and stored in garage since then. $50.00. 
Art Single: 734.355.8976 
 

Wanted - 65-66 Coupe, Black, Dk. Blue or Maroon ext, the 
Int. color is opt, and a V8. Not show quality, but pretty good 
condition. 
Fred Flynn: 734.427.2055, or e-mail: 
alfa43@sbcglobal.net 
 

CRUZ’N 528 will begin its 5th season of Original, Classic and 
Restored Wednesday Night car cruises starting on May 21, and 
conclude on 3 September 2008.  CRUZ’N 528 meets every 
Wednesday at the VFW Post #6695 in Plymouth, MI from 5pm to 
8pm. Our DJ spins the oldies while chapter members serve up 
Hotdogs, Hamburgers, Chips and refreshments.  During the event 
there is a drawing for 50/50, door prizes and a participation plaque 
is awarded to one cruiser from all registered cars during the show. 
Every Wednesday there are 50 to 60 classic cars, trucks and bikes 
in attendance,  with some Wednesday’s providing as many as 85. 

The 2008 Cruising Season plans to be even bigger and better 
with two new clubs joining us this year,  America’s Most Wanted & 
the Sparkplugs The reason this car cruise is so successful and well 
attended is that at the end of the cruising season, after all the bills 
are paid and since 2004, CRUZ’N 528 has donated over $10,000 to 
various veteran organizations such as, the VA Hospital in Ann 
Arbor, MI, the Center for the Ambulatory & Burn Center for the 
Intrepid in San Antonio, TX and the purchase of round trip tickets 
for World War II veterans from VFW Post #6695 to the WWII 
Memorial in Washington, DC. 

If you are planning on attending, come early to get as good 
spot, since we may fill up the lot and parking may be at a premium. 
The Vietnam Veterans of America, Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 
and CRUZ’N 528 would like to thank all those who have 
participated, helped or just perused the show, for without you 
CRUZ’N 528 could not exist. 
 

For more info you can contact me at the following: 
 

Bob Paul      Ph: 734.425.6196 
6405 Elizabeth Ave. 
Garden City, MI 48135 
   
Email: A4F4USMC6266@WOWWAY.COM 
 

Bob Paul & Darrell Basman, CRUZ’N 528 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 

Presents CRUZ’N 528 
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NPD, 2435 S. Haggerty Road Canton, MI. 48188 

Sales: 734.397.4567 

Classic Design Concepts, LLC 
42860 W. Nine Mile Rd. Novi, MI 48375 

Phone: 866.624.7997 
www.classicdesignconcepts.com 

MOCSEM Members get a 10% Discount 

1 International Drive, Flat Rock, MI. 48134 

Hines Park Ford 
56558 Pontiac Trl., New Hudson, MI. 48165 

248.437.6700 

MRT, 45646 Port St., Plymouth, MI. 48170 
734.455.5807 

MOCSEM Members get a 5% Discount 
& 10% Discount on MRT Brand Products 

 
2500 Gulley Rd. Dearborn Hgts., MI. 48125 

313.561.5500 

Midway Golf, 22831 Van Born RD., Taylor, MI. 48180 
313.277.9156 

 

 

 

23535 Michigan Ave., Dearborn MI. 48124 
800.331.4909 
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Meguiars Car Care Products 
5599 Hwy 31 West 
Portland, TN. 37148 
www.meguiars.com 

 
3M Automotive Aftermarket Div., 19460 Victor Parkway, 

Livonia, MI. 48152 
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Belle Tire, 15150 Michigan Ave., Dearborn, MI. 48126 
313.581.8473 

 

 
 

 

 

Lydall, 1391 Wheaton, Suite 700 
Troy, MI. 48083 
248.457.8101 
 

 
www.fordcollection.com 

 

 


